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Gary Decker joined the Cape Fear Shag Club in 1998, shortly after seeing the dance for the first 

time.  He said it was the prettiest dance he had ever seen and thought it would be “really cool” if he 

could learn to do it.  So, he has been a member for 27 years of the Club’s 37 years of existence.  He has 

known and/or been friends with every one of the inductees in the Hall of Fame.   Gary met his wife, 

Toni, shagging at Rockits behind Ramada on September 1, 1999.  She became part of the Social 

Committee, and the pair were usually among the first people to arrive to set up tables, chairs, food and 

the last to leave to take it all down.  They did it for many years at Babs Dance Studio and the Shrine 

Club. 

Gary was raised in a musical/athletic family of 5 children, took piano lessons from age 8 to 15 with the 

metronome ever present as well as marching in the high school band with its 8 steps per 10 

yards.  Gary started playing piano publicly at school and church at age 12. Most rock & roll, including 

beach music, has 4 beats per measure, 8 measures per verse.  He might not be the best dancer on the 

floor, but it's a good bet that he's on the beat!  Don't start that line dance on the wrong beat, or he is 

liable to walk off! 

Gary & Toni have taken lessons from Roger Johnson, Fran Reed, Jan Piner, Alice Henderson, Elizabeth 

Tew Johnson, Phil Turner and many others. 

Gary & Toni were regulars at SOS, and represented the SFSC at many venues including Causeway Shag 

Club, Topsail Beach since 2000, the SOB's at Ocean Isle Beach, North Brunswick Shag Club, Memories, 

Atlantic Beach, the NC Battleship, Compass Pointe, Association of Shag Club annual meeting in New 

Bern, the annual Hall of Shame Christmas Party in Carolina Beach, Fall Cyclone, the Azalea Festival 

Garden Party and various other venues and competitions around the Carolinas.  They once placed 2nd 

at Carolina Beach, resulting in their picture appearing in the Wilmington Star News twice to promote 

that event.  He has served on floats and committees for the SOS parade. 

Gary has been drawing all his life, and his prints have raised thousands of dollars for the CFSC as well as 

hundreds of dollars for Women of Hope/Hope Abounds, and Gary & Toni have been supporters of the 

Women of Hope practically since Lloyd Bowden made the cancer non-profit part of his annual 

fundraiser. 

The past 7 years, Gary has served as treasurer or Sergeant at Arms for the club, spending many hours at 

home making sure that the club's money is secure.  He has been taking care of other people’s money 

since he was 21 years old, and prides himself on never being short "even by 25 cents". 


